
HOW TOOVERCOMETEMPTATIONOFTHEDEVILCASESTUDYOF

ANANIASANDHISWIFE

TheearlychurchatJerusalem weretogetherandtheBiblesaysthatthere

wasnoonethatlackanythingbecausethosethathadpropertieslikeland,

field,etcsoldthem andbroughtthemoneyorproceedsfrom thosesalesto

thefeetoftheApostles.

Act4:34-37KJV34Neitherwasthereanyamongthem thatlacked:foras

manyaswerepossessorsoflandsorhousessoldthem,andbroughtthe

pricesofthethingsthatweresold,35Andlaidthem downattheapostles'

feet:anddistributionwasmadeuntoeverymanaccordingashehadneed.

36AndJoses,whobytheapostleswassurnamedBarnabas,(whichis,

beinginterpreted,Thesonofconsolation,)aLevite,andofthecountryof

Cyprus,37Havingland,soldit,andbroughtthemoney,andlaiditatthe

apostles'feet.

TheApostlesinturndistributedtotheneedsofthepeopleastheneeds

arose.TheBibleevengaveagoodexampleofJosewhowassurnamed

Barbabas,hesoldhispropertyandbroughtthemoneymadefrom ittothe



Apostle.SuchwasthepractisebutinChapter5theBiblerecordeda

negativetwisttothiswonderfulwelfarepackageoftheearlychurch.

Act5:1-4KJV1ButacertainmannamedAnanias,withSapphirahiswife,

soldapossession,2Andkeptbackpartoftheprice,hiswifealsobeing

privytoit,andbroughtacertainpart,andlaiditattheapostles'feet.3But

Petersaid,Ananias,whyhathSatanfilledthinehearttolietotheHoly

Ghost,andtokeepbackpartofthepriceoftheland?4Whilesitremained,

wasitnotthineown?andafteritwassold,wasitnotinthineownpower?

whyhastthouconceivedthisthinginthineheart?thouhastnotliedunto

men,butuntoGod.

Becauseothersweredoingitthiscouplealsodidthesamethingbutthe

Biblesaystheykeptbackpartoftheproceedfrom theirsales.TheGreek

wordusedfor"keptback"is"nosphizomai"anditmeanstotosetapart,

separate,divide,tosetapartorseparateforone'sself,topurloin,embezzle,

withdrawcovertlyandappropriatetoone'sownuse.

Theybroughtthemoneyandlaiditatthefeetoftheapostlesjustlikethe

wayothersdid.Theypretendedasiftheyhadbroughteverythinglike

others.Buttheunexpectedhappened.Peteraskedthesoulsearching

questionfrom Ananias,hesaidwhyhathSatanfilledthineheart?

ThequestionishowdidPeterknewthatAnaniaswasfakingitandtelling

lies?ThiscanonlybebytheSpiritofrevelation,theHolySpirit.TheLord

JesushadsaidinthebookofJohnthatHetheHolySpiritwillshowusall

things.PeterbythesupernaturalinsightgivenbytheHolyspiritwasableto

knowtheconspiracyofthecouple.Mayoureyesbeopenedandmaythe

giftofdiscerningofthespiritbeatworkinourlives.

Theword"filled"thereis"pleroo"anditmeans:tomakefull,tofillup,i.e.to

filltothefull,tocausetoabound,tofurnishorsupplyliberally.Italso

meanstocontrolorinfluenceandexcite.Inorderwords,

Theverbwhichwetranslatetofillhasbeenshowedbymanyexamplesto

signify,toinstigate,excite,impel,etc.,anditwasacommonbelief,aswell



amongtheheathensasamongtheJewsandChristians,that,whenaman

didevil,hewasexcitedtoitbytheinfluenceandmaliceofanevilspirit.

SatanactuallytookovertheheartofAnanias,,Peterinthisstatementwas

puttingitAnaniasastowhyhepermittedthedeviltousehim.Thistellsus

thatthedevilcannotdoanythingtouswithoutourconsentand

cooperation.

Whyhastthouputthisthinginthyheart?Thouhastnotliedtomen,butto

God.HerePeterbringstogethertheinfluenceofSatan,andthefreeagency

ofthetempted,justashehad,informerdiscourses,thefreeagencyof

men,andthepurposesofGod.HedemandsofAnanias,"WhyhasSatan

filledthyhearttolietotheHolySpirit,"and,inthesamebreath,"Whyhast

thouputthisthinginthyheart?"Theexistenceandagencyofthetempter

aredistinctlyrecognized,yetitisnotSatan,butAnaniaswhoisrebuked;

andheisrebukedfordoingtheverythingthatSatanhaddone,showing

thatheisasguiltyasthoughSatanhadnoexistence.Indeed,heisrebuked

forwhatSatanhaddone.

Thedevilcanbringsuggestions,ideas,thoughtsbuthecannotforceusto

acceptthem,usethem orlivewiththem.SatandidnotoverpowerAnanias

butmadesuggestiontohim bysayingwhyareyougoingtolaiddown

everything?Whywillyouandyourwifeliveson?Whydon'tyoukeepsmall

asidefortherainydays?Andonandsoforth.OnemanofGodsaysthat

youcannotstopbirdsfrom flyingoveryourheadbuttheydon'thaveto

buildnestonyourhair.

ThebookofJamestellsusthesourceofourtemptation.

Jas1:13-15KJV13Letnomansaywhenheistempted,Iam temptedof

God:forGodcannotbetemptedwithevil,neithertemptationheanyman:

14Buteverymanistempted,whenheisdrawnawayofhisownlust,and

enticed.15Thenwhenlusthathconceived,itbringethforthsin:andsin,

whenitisfinished,bringethforthdeath.

Biblemadeitclearthatitisthelustinusthatserveasbedrockfor



temptation.Whenlusthasconceived,itbringforthsin.Godisnottheone

temptingusorallowingitinourlivestostraightenedusormakesustobe

sharp.

SotheonusliedonAnaniastoresistthedevilaccordingtoJame4:7and

1Pter5:9.AnaniashadabilitytoresistotherwiseJameswouldbeaskingus

todowhatGodhasnotgivenusabilitytodoandthatwon'tbefair.Healso

madeustoknowtheresultanteffectsthatifweresist,thedevilwillflee

awayfrom us.ObviouslyAnaniasdidnotresistthedevilandthatwaswhy

Peterwasaskinghim whydidheallowthedeviltofillhisheartwith

deception?

Howdoyouresistthedevil?

o WeneedtorenewourmindwiththewordofGod.Rom 12:2

o WeneedtofillourmindwiththewordofGodandcommitscriptures

tomemory.

o WeneedtomeditateonthewordofGodnightanddayJoshua1:8

o Phil4:8givesthelistofwhatweshouldthinkon,ifanythoughtor

ideacomestoourmindandtheyaenorconsistentwithPhil4:8then

weshouldrejectthem anddiscardthem.Weshouldnotdwellon

them.

o TheLordJesuscounterthetemptationofthedevilwiththewordof

GodinthescriptureLuke4.Wetooshouldbeabletomakeuseofthe

scripturetocounterthenegativesuggestionsandthoughtsthat

comesfrom theBible.

TherewasnoneedforAnaniastotrytoimpressthecongregationandafter

sellingthepropertywhichisland,ifhewantedtokeepthewholemoneyor

releasepartofit,hewasveryfreebutselfcenteredness,greedandpride

madethecoupletodowhattheydid.Ifhewasatruebelieverheoughtto

knowthatnothingwillbehiddenfrom theApostle.




